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I.
Course Objectives
The objective of the course is to develop in students the ability to conduct legal research and engage in clear, effective legal analysis and writing. By the end of the course, students are expected to write a clear and convincing legal memorandum.

II.
Course Content
The course will include analysis of:

1. Effective Legal Writing

2. Fundamentals of Legal Research

3. Citation Format and Elements of Style

4. Basics of Editing

5. The Office Memorandum/Opinion

6. Writing Essays and Answering Problem Questions

III.
Method of Teaching
This is a one-semester course, taught through a combination of lectures, seminars and workshops reflecting three (3) contact hours per week, with assigned exercises for preparation outside of class.  

For additional materials on teaching method and helpful suggestions regarding class preparation, exam preparation, format, and other general matters common to law school teaching in general, please visit the instructor website, which is http://www.camlawblog.com/speaking-227-courses.html. Supplemental materials for the course may also become available on the course website. 

I will be available to discuss any aspect of your learning with you, except that: (a) I will not under any circumstance review or discuss your grade (other than referring you to my detailed comments on your work); and (b) I will not under any circumstance discuss a pending assignment or your work to date on such an assignment.

IV.
Method of Assessment
Students will be assessed by coursework. Due dates will be announced in class; assignments are due by 4 p.m. on the assigned date.  No late papers will be accepted; if an assignment is turned in at any time after the deadline the student will receive no credit whatsoever.  Further, in order to pass the course all three assignments must be completed (exactly on time); failure to complete any assignment results in failing the course.  Assignments are individual and not collaborative exercises.  


The present plan is to weight grading as follows:

1/3: Ex
ercises assigned as homework and presented in class (see below)

1/3: 1st Memorandum

1/3: 2nd Memorandum

This weighting is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Classroom Use of Technology
To maximize use of available technology, some of the course will be taught using Powerpoint and an LCD projector.  In addition, we will use the LCD projector to evaluate student analysis and writing in-class, and thereby develop the necessary analytical and writing skills.

Each week, all students will be responsible for preparing all of the assigned exercises for in-class discussion.  Students should put their names on their prepared homework. Students will be responsible for sending their answers or solutions to the exercises, via email, to the class representative, by 9 pm the evening before class.  The class representative will place all the answers received on a memory drive and bring this to class.  

Each class, I will randomly call on one or more students to present their homework to the class.  These will be individual and not group presentations.  A student who is unprepared or poorly prepared will be marked accordingly for the “exercises assigned as homework and presented in class” portion of the coursework (worth 1/3 the total grade). This method will ensure that students do the necessary work outside the classroom to develop the skills the course is intended to teach.

V.
Attendance and Participation
Regular and punctual class attendance is mandatory and expected as part of learning a culture of professional excellence.  Meaningful, constructive, thoughtful, and respectful class participation will also be evaluated as hallmarks of high standards of scholastic and professional excellence.  As future members of the Bar, students are expected to abide by all pertinent regulations of the university and college, particularly with regard to avoiding plagiarism.  

To respect the classroom environment, students who arrive more than 5 minutes late, or who leave at any time during class, will (at the instructor’s discretion) not be permitted to enter the classroom. Such students will be responsible for any material they may miss.  In addition, such students may still be called on, and can be marked as unprepared (0) for this portion of the coursework.  This method will ensure timely attendance and positive classroom performance.

VI. Required Materials

The major text this semester is:

Shapo, Walter & Fajans, Writing and Analysis in the Law (Foundation Press, 4th edition) [referred to below as SWF]

We will also refer to texts used last semester, including:

1. Glanville Williams, Learning the Law (Sweet and Maxwell) - latest edition

2. Richard K. Neumann, Jr., Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (Aspen Publishers)

3. Kenneth J. Vandevelde, Thinking Like a Lawyer (Westview Press)

4. Supplemental materials distributed by Prof. Cohen or available on course website

Page citations below to Neumann refer to the 5th edition; if you have the 4th edition, please seek out fellow students who have the 5th edition to cross-reference the relevant page numbers.

VII.
Course Assignments
These are target assignments in a preliminary schedule, although the pace may vary depending on the class, so it is advisable to stay ahead.  Remember that assigned homework is based initially on the schedule below—which means each student is expected to prepare answers to the exercises so as to meet the schedule below. 

This may be the most important foundational course – you will get out of it what you put into it, so be prepared to work hard.

Writing Essays and Answering Problem Questions

1 – Review of the Legal System and Legal Writing
Class 1: 
SWF 3-23 / Exercises 1A, 1B

Class 2: 
SWF 34-32 / Exercises 1C, 1D, 1E

2 – Analyzing Legal Authority: Case Law
Class 3: 
SWF 33-46 / Exercises 2A, 2B, 2C

Class 4: 
SWF 46-55 / Exercises 2D, 2E, 2G (SKIP 2F)

Class 5: 
SWF 55-64 / Exercises 2H, 2I, 2J, 2K

3 – Analyzing Legal Authority: Statutes
Class 6: 65-71 / Exercises 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D

Class 7: 71-81 / Exercises 3E, 3F, 3J (SKIP Exercises 3G, 3H, 3I, 3K)

Effective Legal Writing 

4 – Large-Scale Organization
Class 8: 
SWF 89-100 / Exercises 4A, 4C, 4D (SKIP 4B)

Class 9: 
SWF 100-112 / Exercises 4E, 4G (SKIP 4F)

5 – Small Scale Organization
Class 10: 
SWF 113-121 / Exercises 5A, 5B



Neumann 217-224 (“Paragraphing”)

6 – The Thesis Paragraph
Class 11: 
SWF 131-139 / Exercise 6A 

The Office Memorandum/Opinion
7 – Writing the Legal Memorandum
Class 12: 
Neumann 73-78  (“Office Memoranda”)

SWF 141-161 / Exercises 7A, 7B 

Basics of Editing/Elements of Style
8 – The Writing Process
      Effective Paragraphs
Class 13:
SWF 163-178



SWF 178-204 / Exercises 9A, 9B, 9C



Neumann 237-248 (“Effective Style”)

9 – Sentence Structure, Basic Legal Usage, and Punctuation
Class 14:
Work on 1st memorandum on your own.  



See SWF 515-527 and Neumann 472-476 for sample memoranda.



* First memo due on designated date at week’s end.

Class 15: 
SWF 205-223 / Exercises 10A, 10B 



Neumann 451-455, 457-469



Instructor website: follow link to online grammar tutorial 
Class 16:
SWF 457-470 / Exercises A1, A2

Fundamentals of Legal Research

Class 17:
SWF 253-273 



Williams 32-56



Instructor website: Bahamas and Caribbean Legal Research


Instructor website: Research exercise.

Class 18:
Research exercise.

Citation Format

Class 19:
SWF 471-492



Neumann 251-273

Class 20: 
Work on own on 2nd memorandum.



* Second memo due on designated date at week’s end. 

Summation
Classes 21-22:
Review; student conferences.
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